
 

 

Vaccine update— Issue 329 May 2022 

Chapter 22 has been updated to include additional licenced vaccines (QuadMenfi and Trumenba) and 
guidance on 4CMenB boosting in individuals at occupational risk.  
Meningococcal: the green book, chapter 22 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
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Meningococcal vaccine  - chapter update in green book 

East Surrey MMT would like to introduce our new senior technician Shannon Croly. Shannon 
will be supporting the following practices: Birchwood, Caterham Valley, Moat House, Smallfield 
and Warlingham Green. We will be in touch with practices for introductions/EMIS access. 

We would like to suggest that all healthcare professionals read this edition, as it focuses on the rise of 
childhood diseases in the population due to increased community circulation and mixing. Reports are  
being received of an increase in chickenpox, (RSV) respiratory syncytial virus and scarlet fever. The     
update stresses the need for herd protection for those too young or too unwell to be vaccinated. 
The update includes information on post viral chickenpox exposures in pregnant women and includes  
information on antiviral medication, which is now the post exposure treatment of choice. 
Dr Mary Ramsay, Director Public Health Programmes (including Immunisation), says: 
‘’Families and young people should be encouraged to make routine vaccination a priority before summer 
travel or attending large events such as festivals’’.  UKHSA-12381-vaccine-update-329                                      

A useful reminder is available from SPS (Specialist Pharmacy Service) for all staff involved in the supply 
and use of transdermal patches. It contains information for each stage of the process for application,     
removal and safe disposal. It highlights the challenges of using multiple patches, including adhesion of 
the patch and care of the patients skin. 
Using transdermal patches safely in healthcare settings – SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service – The first 
stop for professional medicines advice  
Clinicians are reminded that opioid patches should not be used for opioid naïve patients. https://
fpm.ac.uk/opioids-aware-structured-approach-opioid-prescribing/dose-equivalents-and-changing-opioids 

National travel health network and centre (NAFNAC) 

The telephone advice line number is changing to: 0207 383 7474 

Hormone Replacement Therapy - Serious Shortages Protocols (SSPs) applied 

New member of the MMT– Shannon Croly, Senior Pharmacy Technician 

Transdermal patch safety information 

Due to the significant ongoing disruption to supply of 
HRT medications, DHSC have issued 10 more SSP’s 
for these products (please see summary table): 
 Restriction of the quantity supplied – where a prescription has a 

duration of more than three months and supplies are available, an 
equivalent of three months’ supply will be permitted in accordance 
with the SSP for the prescribed medicine; or 

 Substitution with a specific alternative product – where the pre-
scribed duration of treatment is three months or less and supplies 
are unavailable, a pharmacist can supply a specific alternative    
product sufficient to provide a reasonable estimate of the prescribed 
duration of treatment, if deemed clinically appropriate; or 

 Substitution with a specific alternative product AND restriction 
of the quantity supplied – where a prescription has a duration of 
more than three months and supplies are unavailable, the SSPs will 
allow pharmacists to provide three months’ supply of specific     
alternative product. 
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